
 
 

 

June 27, 2014 

National Federation of Independent Business – COLORADO 

1580 Logan, Suite 520·Denver, CO 80203·303-860-1778·Fax 303-860-1787·www.NFIB.com 

 
The Honorable John W. Hickenlooper 

Governor 

State of Colorado 

State Capitol Building, Room 136 

200 E. Colfax Ave. 

Denver, CO. 80203 

 

Re: Oil and Gas Local Control Bill – June 23 Version 

 

Dear Governor Hickenlooper: 

 

We are writing to you to express our opposition to the introduction of legislation granting additional 

authority to local governments to regulate oil and gas operations. 

 

Many small businesses represented by the National Federation of Independent Business are involved 

either directly or indirectly in the oil and gas industry. In addition several small family farms and trusts 

rely on the income received from the royalties still owned within the family. To place their future in the 

hands of special interest environmental groups and large energy developers would not be in their best 

interests.  

 

Colorado Oil and Gas Commission rules are some of the strongest not only in content but also in 

enforcement. Members of the NFIB have full confidence the COGCC can protect the interests of not only 

the local governments but also those who depend on the industry.  

 

The NFIB sees no need to call a special session to address the issues of the special interest environmental 

groups. We also feel there are political motives at play and feel they should have no part of a public 

policy decision. Therefore we ask you not to call a special session and continue to allow the COGCC to 

do their work which the citizens of Colorado have trusted them to do for years. 

 

Please restore transparency and confidence in the COGCC and do not allow special interests to dominate 

a special session.  

 

We believe that future changes to Colorado’s oil and gas regulatory framework should be considered 

through an open and transparent process that involves all stakeholders including small business. We look 

forward to working with you to defeat all the ballot measures that would harm Colorado’s economy, 

including those that ban energy development in Colorado. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

A.F. Tony Gagliardi 

Colorado State Director 


